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Parents go for tuition — to help their kids

Atleast 12 education centres offering ‘boot
camps’ for parents; many see numbers rising

Calvin Yang

She listened eagerly and took notes
furiously as the mathematics tutor
explained important concepts and
dished out examination tips.

But the student was not prepar-
ing to sit a major test at the end of
the year. She was a mother of one,
in a class of about 40 enthusiastic
dads and mums.

Housewife Jessica Sim, 47, paid
$30 for a three-hour workshop on
maths and English at Concept Math
Education Centre last year, to un-
derstand what her 10-year-old
daughter Yi Xuan goes through and
how she can better coach her.

“We may get to the solution but
the process may not be appropriate
for her age,” she said. “Learning
from a professional helps in appreci-
ating what my child goes through.”

Yi Xuan, a Primary 4 pupil, said:
“Now, my mum better understands
the complex questions and works
together with me to solve them.”

These days, it is not just children
who are going for tuition.

More parents are attending crash
courses and intensive workshops
to help their children with their
studies. Theyreceive exam tips, un-
derstand common mistakes made
by pupils and learn concepts that
are likely to come out in exams.

There are at least a dozen educa-
tion centres offering such hothous-
ing workshops for parents, up from
just ahandful three years ago.

Many have seen a jump in the
number of parents going for such
classes.

Genius Young Minds, which does
primary school maths tuition, start-
ed offering tuition for parents of Pri-
mary 6 pupils each term from 2013.

It has since extended such classes
to parents of Primary 1 to 6 pupils.
Now, these classes are done every
month, for 3'/>hours per session.

Some 500 parents attended the
classes last year, from about 300 in
2015.1n 2013, only 25 signed up.

Grouped by their maths abilities,
the parents are guided on how to
apply the various maths concepts
to different questions.

At the centre this year, classes
will cost between $257 and $397
per month, depending on the prima-
ry school level. This is up from $197
to $257 monthlylast year.

Madam Nurhidayah Mohamed Is-
mail, 32, founder of the centre in
Tampines, said parents join such
classes as they want to be involved
in their kids’ education.

Concept Math, which has two out-
lets in Novena and Bukit Timah,
last year collaborated with another
education centre to offer a one-off,
three-hour workshop for parents,
in which they were acquainted
with the syllabus for English and
maths andlearnt key concepts.

All 60 slots for the workshop last
May were taken up within a day.

Ms Janice Chuah, 44, its founder,
intends to run more of such ses-
sions this year. She is expecting
about 240 parents to sign up.

“Basically, it is a boot camp for
parents,” the primary school maths
tutor explained. Sessions will cost
between $30 and $50, depending
onthe level of study.

Parents are also allowed to sit in at
regular classes taught by Ms Chuah
and learn together with their kids.
She introduced this idea six years
ago for her Primary 5and 6 classes.

“Many diligently copy notes and
ask questions,” she said. “If parents
know how to help with the sums, the
child receives almost immediate
help, instead of having to wait to ask
the school teacher or tutors.”

Marshall Cavendish Education
(MCE) also offers parenting work-
shops. It started doing so for maths
in2015.

Ms Lee Fei Chen, head of publish-
ing at Times Publishing, of which
MCE is a subsidiary, said the work-
shops were well-received.

Since last year, the provider of ed-
ucational solutions has introduced
more workshops, and expanded to

include English and science.

“It is common to hear parents ex-
changing their teaching experienc-
es with their children and the diffi-
culties they encounter, and lament-
ing how demanding the syllabuses
are,” Ms Lee said.

During the workshops, trainers
address these concerns and con-
duct hands-on activities to help par-
ents be effective coachesat home.

Parents said such workshops
have been useful.

Madam Sandy Soh, 46, who is
self-employed, went for the Math
Masterclass at Genius Young Minds
last December. She is now more
confident in guiding her 11-year-old
son, explaining that the session

helped her grasp the right concepts
toassist him.

Dr Timothy Chan, director of SIM
Global Education’s academic divi-
sion, said the motives behind the pa-
rental involvement may lead to
mixed results. The child may be-
come dependent on the parents
and develop the habit of turning to
them for help, he added.

“It will not help the child excel on
his or her own. In the long run, chil-
dren will benefit more from paren-
tal support such as encouragement,
reassurance and understanding,
than getting the right answers with
the help of parents.”

calyang@sph.com.sg
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Parents accompanying students at a class by Ms Chuah (in pink), founder of Concept Math. More parents are attending crash courses to help their children with
their studies. But an expert said such children may become dependent on their parents and develop the habit of turning to them for help. ST PHOTO: ONG WEE JIN

A composition writing workshop by Marshall Cavendish Education on Feb 4 saw
a few parents participating. They learnt about the composition format, marking
criteria and approach to teaching writing at home. ST PHOTO: LIM YAOHUI
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Anaheim/Los Angeles/

Las Vegas/Grand Canyon/

Fresno/San Francisco

v'"Have fun at Universal Studios
Hollywood & Disneyland (USWCTS)

v'Be amazed by one of the world’s
greatest wonders Grand Canyon West Rim

>Dep: Apr 7,21 May 5 Jun 9,16 »
Jul7 Aug 4,25 Sep29 Oct 13

fr$3438*

Most
Popular

Package

&

GI.AND (34743
New York/New Jersey/Philadelphia/
Washington D.C./Massachusetts/
Atlantic City/ Canada
v'Cruise to Liberty Island — the

perfect way to see the Statue |

of Liberty S
»Dep: Apr 10,24 May 1,22 Jun 5,12

Jul 31 Aug 28 Oct9

8/10D NEW ZEALAND
WONDERLAND NZSSG / NZINHG*

Christchurch/Lake Tekapo/Queenstown/
Arrowtown/West Coast Glacier/

night stay

in Atlantic

»
52688~

2nd Pax

Hokitika/ Arthur’s Pass/ IN Lake
Auckland*/ Matamata*/ Tekapo 3N
Rotorua*/Waitomo* Queenstown

~»Promo Dep: Apr 20*,22
May 19,25* Sep 2,7*,16,21*

~-Dep: Apr 20*,22 May 19,25*
Jun 3,817 Jul 8,13%,22,27*

Aug 5,10%,19,24* Sep 2,7%,16,21%,30 »
<10 ALAND fr$2788*
O HERN ALP
R ARMIIA D
Christchurch/Ashburton/ NEW
Farmstay/Lake Tekapo/
Lake Pukaki/Dunedin/
Queenstown/Arrowtown/
West Coast Glacier/Arthur’s Pass
v'New Zealand farmstay experience
»>Dep: Apr22 May 19 Jun 3,17
Jul 8,22 Aug 5,19 Sep 2,16,30
0D SOUTH AFR A
O

)%
2588

N **nd pa, Tst pax fr$2988

A

Cape Town/Johannesburg/Sun City/
Leopard) with safari game drive
»Promo Dep: Apr 25 May 6,23

Gold Reef City/Game Reserve
2ND PAX
$400
DISCOUNT**
Jun 17

v'Spot the famous “African Big 5”
(Lion,Elephant,Buffalo,Rhinoceros,

~»-Dep: Apr 25 May 6,23 Jun 10,17,24 »
Jul 11 Aug 1,22 Sep 2,12

SATours MEMMBINTE  Main Line

#04-62 1 Park Road People’s Park Complex

Puffing Billy Steam Train/Sydney*/
Blue Mountains*
v'"Warrook Cattle Farm - real

Gujo Hachiman/Takayama/Kanazawa/

Penguin Tateyama Alpine Route/Nagano/Azumino/
Parade « Hakone/Shizuoka/Tokyo Py
Australian farm experience CLEGHUIEY »-Promo Dep: Apr 19,22

»Promo Dep: Mar 10 May 5,6,20,25 May 17,20 Jul 14 Dlsng?N?“
“Dep: Mar 10 Apr 28,29* May 5,6*,20*,25,26* ~Dep: Apr 15,19,22,26,29

Jun 2*,9*,16*,23* Jul 14*,28* Aug 4*,8, May 3,6,10,13,17,20,28

25*,31 Sep 1%,5,15%,22 Jun 3,10,17 Jul 14 Aug 5 Sep 2 %

7D GOLD COAST & rs1398 BNV :2188"
TANGALOOMA suvcr DTN 2 SADO ISLAND Jexus *and pax, st pax 152488

Brisbane/Moreton Island/Gold Coast/ Niitaga/Sado Island/Sanjo/Nagaoka/
Catch-A-Crab/Tropical Fruit World/ Karuizawa/Tokyo

MovieWorld/Dreamworld/SkyPoint v'Experience Niigata Furusato ZNDJRSX
v'Tangalooma Island Resort -  @TELER:] Village and see a collection of 3300”
beautiful holiday destination ULl Niigata’s products & delicacies ‘it

v'4WD Desert Safari Tour & sand tobogganing *>Promo Dep: Apr 21 May 12 Jun 2
v'Catch-A-Crab at Tweed River Jul 7 Aug 25
»Promo Dep: May 7 ~»Dep: Apr21 May 12 Jun 2

*Dep: Apr 9,28 May 7,28 Jun 2,9,16,23 Jul'7 Aug25 Sep1 ANAS
8D MELBOURNE & 51938’ XS NN <2288
GOI.D COAST AUMGH DISCOVERY JPOSDS
Melbourne/Phillip Island/Gold Coast/ Osaka/Umeda City/Nara/Kyoto/
MovieWorld/Dreamworld/SkyPoint Nagoya/Mt Fuji/Tokyo
Observ_ation Deck 4 Experi,ence Gion street,
v'Antarctic Journey - Kyoto’s most famous programme
world-first interactive Antarctic experience geisha district filled with \Ulliddbehdhibites
v'Explore tree-top boardwalks to see koalas shops, restaurants & teahouses

up close in their natural habitat »-Dep: Apr 2,3,21,28,30 »
*Dep: Apr 9,10,25 May 2,23,30 Jun 6, May 1,8,12,13,19,20,25,26,27,30

13,20 Jul 11,25 Aug 1,22,29 Sep 12 Jun - Sep ANASL
D CANBERRA & SYDNEY FX¥ [t}:4: 7D JAPAN WAKAYAMA [Ev.21:1:4
DEZVO AUCR DISCOVERY srwaks

Canberra/Wollongong/Sydney

v'Beautiful landscaped garden at
Cockington Green Gardens

v'Gold Creek Sheep Station with
farm activities & BBQ lunch

v'Apple Shack Farm Shop at
Glenbernie Orchard

~Dep: Apr 13,27 May 4,25 Jun 1,8,15
Jul 6,20 Aug 3,17,31 Sep 14,21,28

8D RHYTHM OF TAIWAN PPk E:f ¥

Wakayama/Yuasa/Shirahama/Taiji/

Nachikatsuura/lse/lga/Kyoto/Osaka/

Tokushima/Kobe Visit the

v'Watch Cutting of Tuna Fish KL RRTY-T-H
demonstration at Kuroshio [blerdkier-adell
Seafood Market

»>Dep: Apr20 May 9,18 Jun 1,12
Jul 27 Aug24 Sep7
668"~
**2nd pax, st pax fr$968

7D TAIWAN FAMILY FUN
TWFMFS

Yilan/Jiufen/Taichung/Nantou/Miaoli/

Celebrate
Spring at

Floriade
(16 Sep-
15 Oct)

in Taiji

TWROTS

Hsinchu/Miaoli/Nantou/Taichung/

Tainan/Kaohsiung/Taitung/Hualien/ Hsinchu/Taipei
Jiufen/Taipei v'Have fun at Dongshan River Water Park
v'"Marvel at the magnificent sight 5-star ~»Promo Dep:
of Taroko Gorge hotels SQ - Jul 10 Aug 7,28 Sep 4,11 LTI
VVisit Beimen Visitor Centre & k") ~ Cl - Sep 4 $300
Crystal Church ~Dep: Apr 10,24 May 8,29 DISCOUNT**

Jun 5,12,19,26 Jul 10,17
Aug 7,28 Sep 4,11

~Dep: Apr 8,29 May 6,27 Jun 3,10,17,24
Jul 8,22 Aug 5,26 Sep 2,9,23 2 crina AIRLINES 5

65352611

www.facebook.com/SATours.SG

Free & Easy
6536 6633

Website : www.satours.com

6535 8911

v'Visit the famed Busan’s

Santorini, Gamcheon Cultural 2ND PAX
Village $300
»OZ Promo Dep: May 17 DISCOUNT**

Jun 23 Oct 15
=»SQ Promo Dep: Apr 26 Jun7 Oct 22
=»-Confirmed Dep: Mar 10,11,31

Apr 1,4,5,7,10,15 May 6
=Dep: Mar - Nov

8D KOREA DISCOVERY + [Eylity
JEJU kreoss / kreprs *¥nd pax, Tst pax fr$1388

Jeju/Mt Seorak/Nami Island/ Petite

%

ASIANA AIRLINESq

France/Seoul 2ND PAX
v'Double the Fun! - Everland, $3OO
DISCOUNT**

Lotte World
v'"Unique fun in Trick Art and Ice
Museum with DIY Ice Cup Making
»0OZ Promo Dep: May 19 Jun9 Oct 20
»SQ Promo Dep: May 27 Oct 14
=-Dep: Mar - Nov ASIANA AIRLINESq

8D SUMMER WOND frs1588"
@ COREA krisD RJS
Deoksan/Hwasun/Busan/Seoul

v'Best shopping experience at
Nampo-dong, Seomun First
Street, *"Myeongdong,
*Dongdaemun

v'Visit beautiful Boseong Green
Tea Plantations

~Dep: May 10,17,24 Jun 7,14,21,28
Jul 5,12,19,26 Aug 16,23,30

Sep 6,13,20,27

FREE & EASY
HONG KONG DISNEYLAND

No
“specialty

Shops” Tour

ASIANA AIRLINESq

DISCOUNTED 2-DAY TICKET

$1 1 8 per adult $88 per child
(U.P. $138) (U.P. $98)
% ESuniten §

Include one FREE single digital photo pass worth HK$68

WERNQNG KONGFN o ynireom & 15298

342N TOKYO/OSAKAHOKKAIDD. = <678

s *
aee%ﬁLDIVES + 1N FREE & fr$1278
SN HANCUMALONG BAY/SAPA #5498

#LAND ONLY

fr$638#

#LAND ONLY

5N NEW ZEALAND SELF-DRIVE FLEXI
HOLIDAYS Nzkiwi

DIY MINI TOUR

2N TAIWAN DIY TOUR
TWTDIY

fr$258#

#LAND ONLY

fr$358#

#LAND ONLY

fr$2278#

#LAND ONLY

2N BUSAN / JEJU DIY MINI TOUR
KRBDIY / KRJDIY

5N SOUTHERN HOKKAIDO
JPU3

Group Tours Air-Ticketing

6535 1128

China Group Tours

6532 4111

v'Stay in “Little Venice Water
Town”Wuzhen

v'1N stay in Nianhuawan Inn*

v'Grand Canal River Cruise

VInt’ll Buffet(Unlimited Supply),
Abalone, Shark’s Fin

=-Dep: Mar 11,18,22,25 Apr 1,5,8,15,19,22,29
May 6,13,17,20,24,31 Jun 3,10,14,17,28
(Mar-Aug selected dep date)

- 5star hotels
- Free Flower

viewing
- No Shopping-
option

8D JIANGX A 999"
A (J A
v'"No shopping

v'Fly by Xiamen Airlines or Silk Air
v'Upgrade 1N Xingzi 5* Hot-spring
Hotel/Wuhan 5* Shangri-La Hotel
v'Cable-car up Mt. Sanqing/
Strawberries — picking /
Lushan National Park
=-Dep: Mar-Aug selected dep date

1st 10 paxs:
$899°
29 Mar
$799°
8D SHANXI/MT. WUTAI/ [IRRCL )
i N O - ; ‘ 1st 10 paxs:
O $899°
O OLIA 1vne
NO SHOPPING
v'Upgrade Datong 5* Hotel/

Pingyao Authentic Guest House/
Mongolian Yurt
v'Hanging Monastery/Yungang Grottos/
Qiao Family Compound/Noodle-making
Performance & Mt. Wutai Vegetarian Meal
=»-Dep: Jun 10 Jul 8,22 Aug 5,19
Mar-Aug selected dep date

YALD)
MTIN /
MT. WUDANG cewe/coo

v'5 star Century Paragon/Legend/

Sun/Sky Cruise
v'Newest Zhangjiajie Grand Canyon
Glass Bridge

v'Three Gorges Dam/Xiling Gorge/
Wu Gorge/Qutang Gorge/Goddess Stream
=-Dep: Mar-Aug selected dep date
998"

9/10/12/13D Ql
TIBEr SNOWY MT. 2nd Pax
PLATEAU TOUR arre/m/ares

v'Lhasa—Podala Palace /
Jokhang Temple

v'/Namco Lake/Yamdrok Yumtso/
Qinghai Lake/Chaka Salt Lake

v'Karola Glacier/Yarlung Zangbo Vellay/
Yagpachen Geothermal

v'"Mt. Qomolangma Expedition Camp

=-Dep: May 25 Jun 8,13,22 & selected dep date

Cruises MICE/Incentive

6532 3440 6533 6262

Take Qing
Zang Plateau
Train

(soft-bed)

All promotional deals are on a first-come-first-served basis, valid at the Suntec West Atrium fairground Booth A2 & A4,

Mon - Sat: 10am to 8pm Sun & Public Holiday : 12pm to 6pm

and subject to applicable taxes and fuel surcharges of $49-$830, accurate at time of print. Terms and conditions apply.



